Uniform & Equipment recommendations for the new Football Official:

The following suggestions are based on economy, to get you through the first year!

Prices are approximate and vary, based on brand and supplier.

HAT – Fitted.  Black with white piping  $13-18
Adjustable hats are not considered appropriate.  Fitted hats are recommended. Flex style fitted are ok but be sure to try them on.  Mesh style are considered good as a “second” hat to add for hot weather. You will probably not need a white referee hat for the first year or two.
STRIPED SHIRT – Short sleeves
$29-40
Long sleeves
$32-40
Must be 1” stripes. Make sure it has a chest pocket and full collar. Many are available in TALL sizes…if you 
need it, spend the extra couple of $ for the comfort.  Most are polyester & last for years. Long sleeve 
shirt can delay purchase of jacket for lower levels…buy in a bigger size & you can bulk up underneath.
BLACK PANTS – Black full length with white stripe  $40-70

May be worn at all levels. Come in lightweight or heavyweight for mild or colder weather.
SHORTS - $30-50
Black is preferred. May be worn at youth league or freshman (NOT varsity) levels. Be sure they have pockets. Standard white athletic socks may be worn with shorts

(Knickers & striped socks may be worn but are being phased out...not a recommended purchase)
BELT – Solid black
$14-25
The thicker 1 ½ or 1 3/4 “ is preferred.  This item may also be found at area retailers
SPIKES – Black     $55-100
Comfort is very important.  Many brands to choose from.  May also be found at area retailers. Baseball cleats, not permissible. Most types of athletic molded spike shoe ok. Should be all or mostly black…shoe polish is a must
EQUIPMENT BAG 
At least a large duffle bag to start…that need will grow as you advance. Small pouch bag for your flag/bean bag/cards/whistle etc needed.
CONSIDER: Compression shorts. Undershirts either solid black or white in color, the new “under-armor” brands with moisture control can add comfort in hot or cold weather. Gloves depend on mother nature, you can go years without needing them. Mesh striped shirts do give added comfort in hot weather, good, 2nd year addition.  Lined striped shirts can add comfort depending on your tolerance of colder weather conditions & how much investment you want to make vs. “long johns” & sweatshirts underneath. STRIPED JACKETS: $55-65-unlined, $60-75-lined. An eventual investment.  The unlined is water repellant and you can “bulk”up underneath it. The reversible lined is needed when you reach varsity level.
“STARTER” PACKAGES – (Many vendors offer a specific set of uniform & equipment at a discounted package  price. Be sure what you are getting is what you need….some packages may or may not include shoes.
PENALTY FLAG – Yellow
$7-10
Need at least one.  The nylon cleans better than cloth. End weighted 
BEAN BAGS – White  

$6-7
Get two.  Vinyl or cloth, single or double sided matter of choice (Blue or white)
DOWN COUNTER - 
   
$4-5

One to start with they come as either wrist or sweatband. Can use rubber bands to start
WHISTLE – Lanyard type
$3-8

Get two.  Not the finger style.  Fox or Acme pealess plastic brands most popular. Cushion tips recommended
LANYARD – Black

$2-4

Neck style is recommended.
GAME CARDS


$3-5

BULLET PENCIL
$2+
One plastic erasable card good for entire season, or a package of paper cards.  Bullet pencil gives protection from the pencil point.  Wallet for card & pencil $7-8 option
CHAIN CLIP


$7-13 
Dial, hole, or cloth strip models all ok
WATCH



$25-70
Most digital countdown, muti-function brands work.  You need to be able to time 8, 10 or 12 minute quarters, or some youth leagues 30 minute half, 1 minute timeouts, & 25 second ready-for-play. Durable & waterproof, easily readable display,  easy to use buttons, alarm. Also available at area retailers
COIN for flipping
Any coin, size of a quarter or larger is acceptable

There are numerous additional uniform, accessory and underwear items to consider. Many of which can be added over the years. The need for these items is based on your weather tolerance and budget.

Popular Equipment/Uniform Vendors:

Honigs Whistle Stop

www.honigs.com


800-468-3284
Gerry Davis Sports

www.gerrydavis.com


800-916-9088

The Official Call


www.theofficialcall.com 

800-304-0094
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